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Under an net ol Congress approved June 28,

1874, a Doard of engineers was appointed by tbe
Secretary of War in the montn following to make
"a survey or the mouth or the Mississippi River,
with A view to determine the Mat method or obMiningand maintaining a depth or water
sufficient for the pnrpoaea or commerce,
either by a canal rrom aald river to
the watera or the Qnir, or by deepeningone or more or the natural outieta
ol aald river." Tbe report of tbe Board waa made
to tbe Secretary or War on January 18, and by
him tranamltted to the Honae ol Repreaentatives
on tbe next day. A very brier anmmary waa then
publlahed, bnt the anbject la one or ao much importancethat we deem tbe report wortby or pobllcationin extenso. Tbe following la the document:.

TBI EE PORT.
New Yoke, Jan. 13, 1875.

Sib.The Board or Engineer*, constituted undersection 3 or an act ol Congress, approved
June 23. 1874, having completed its labors, has the
honor to submit tue following report:.
The act or Congress referred to required that tbe

Board should make plans and estimates lor the
cost or obtaining and maintaining u 1epth or water
luitlclent lor purposes of commerce at the moutn
Df the Mississippi River, either by a canal rrom
told river to the waters of tne Quli. or by deepeningone or more of tne natural outlets or said
river, and to report the same, together with their
opinion thereon, showing wnich or ail said plans
they deem preieruble.
The Board was ordered by tne Secretary of J?ar

to meet on July 20, 1874, at Sew York city. It met
on that day and oommenced its duties.

8 there bua oeen no example In thl* country
of tbe improvement or a large river mouth so
aa to give an outlet to the aea with much
deeper water than naturally exists on Its
Dar, tbe Board, In lis consideration or
what experience has elsewhore anown to be practicablein such a case, haa lound its only examples
In the months of European river*.
There haa been great .difference of opinion

among engineers, not only in this country, but in
Europe, aa to whether the beat method or aecuringa deep water outlet trom a sediment-bearing
river which empties, like tbe Mississippi, the Vistola,tbe Danube and tbe Rbone, into a nearlyitAiuu la h» Itttalt nr hT a lalnral fAnm
At toe Vistula, after vain attempt* for many

yeart to improve the natural mouth, the river
lormed anew outlet, and the old one, turned into
a lateral canal, ha* ion? given toe needed waterfrayto the important port of Oantzlc.
At itie mouth or the Danube, after the canal
yatem and the Jetted sratem had eaoh been pro.
poMd by eminent authorities and neither adopted,
M a Usui plan it waa decided, in order to do some*
thing, to try leeble Jetteei at a provlaional scheme.
The results were Jar better than the engineer expected,and the Jeiteea, made permanent, give an
admirable outlet to the Danube to-day.
At the mouth or the Rhone the engineer*, a ter

trying tor mauy yean to aeenre a good outlet by
tykes, which, however, never reached the bar,
abandoned that plan and built a lateral canal,
woioh it more than adequate to the wanta of commerce.
While the reaulta were ao contradictory, the in*

formation at the command 01 the Board about the
above named foreign nvera waa, ezoept for the
Danube, not recent and very meagre.
Theintereatainvolved in the proper Improvementof the month of the Jtlaauaippi are ao great

and the work ao coatly that It la imperative ti obtainthe beat poaaibie knowiedga and Judgment aa
to the method to be adopted. Aooordingly, In orderthat the opinion or the Board abonld be baaed
vtt a fail knowledge of what baa been dono and of
the lateetre.ulta obtained eiaewhere in tnia moat
difficult braaoh or engineering, tt waa deoided to
viait the montna of the nvera mentioned, and, aa
bearing oa a canal and harbor, alao the North sea
and Snea Canal.
The reamt of theaa examination* abroad, while

additional information haa oeen- gained on almoat
ivery point relating to the problem beiore them,
kaa been to largely atrengthen their eatimate of
the value for Jetteea at the mouth of the MiaaiaiippiRiver, or the laaolne dikea uaed in Holland
by Oaland in the improvement of the Maaa mouth
or the Rhine.

iter returning from Europe the Board met in
Vew Orleana, spending about three weeka, of
Which eight day* were employed in examination*
at the mouth* 01 the Mississippi River and at the
lte lor a canal proooaed by Captain HowelL
After thla history ot tne proceeding* of the

Board the conclualona reached will be given.
L.CANAL.

A number of locatlona ior a oanal were consld
ered by the Board, among whicn may be mentionedthe one proposed by Captain Howell, near
Port St. Philip; one leaving Paa* h l'Outre,
about six miles inside of its oar, and running north
Id to deep water; oue leaving Southwest Pass,
about tlx miles Inside or its bar, and running
Into deep water; and one obtained by closing
tbe South Pass at its head by a dam and entering
it by a canal and locic irom the Boutnwest Pass,
and opening its mouth oy dredging, tbe moutn
being protected by jettees.
Tne advantages of tbe sites at Southwest Puss

fend Pas* fe l'Outreare, that the difference 01 water
level at the two ends or the canal will rarely exceeda loot, and may oiten be so small that me use
01 the lock-lilt would be unnecessary; that tbe
canais would be only about three miles long, and,
being near navigable passes, fell llgnt draugnt vesselswould go through tne passes; and tnat these
canals would debouch into deep water at once,
while at a distance or six miles irom tne Uuir
outlet oi the Fort St. Philip Osnal i here are on ly
twenty-eight feet or water at low tide.
Th# objection to the site at the Boutnwest Past

la tnat its aebouchi wouid gradually silt up in the
fedvfence or tue delta and tnat the cost ot the harborcovering its entrance would be excessive. The
wins uujduiiuu ui unwirg uuit lor piuiwuuu ui
entrance applies to tbe site at Pan* & l'Outre,
wnne me proposed outlet o( tbe Fort Saint Philip
Canal is largely protected by Sable Island and
does not need expenclve wonts to cover its entrance.Toe sites below tne Head 01 the
Passes do not give tbe same promise 01 per*
manence at that near Fort St. Pnuip. Tne
plan 01 canalising tbe south Pass would involve
tbe difficulty ol opening and keeping open its
mouth, whlcn is tne main difficulty should jettees
be applied.*
Alter a carelnl consideration or the several sites

tt»at in tbe vtoinity 01 Fort St. pbliip was
adopted, with one dissenting member. Aside
Horn the question of cost u offers greater hopes
gr permanence than the other sites. It does
not seem probable that tne river win ever deviateverv tar trom its present position at tne bead
or the proposed eanal. and a oomparuou or tbe
twenty-ronr loot ourves at Buble Inland on Tal*
oott's map 01 1B3H and Captain Boweli'i map of
Ills show no important cnange. Tbe Board vieaided,tben, that toe oanal, lor whioh plans and
estimates should be made by them, should leave
tbe Mississippi st a point aoout five and a nair
buss below fort St. Philip at such an aagie with
to* river toat vessels would bs able to enter it
Msiljri that about a mue from Its Leglnning
there should be a ba*ln 01 l.ooo by 2.600
leet; tbat beiore reachiug tbe basin, and near
It, tiere should c» a look, ioo leet long between
Its miter-suls, of M leet olear width and with u:
leet ot water on its miter-snls at meau low ttrtet
tbe part or tbe loot in tbe vicinity or me gates to
H or masonry, on a puea louodation, with heavy
grillage; tbe rest of tbe prism oi tne lock to be or
am with revetted slopes oi one upon one; guard

gates to be placed above and b«iow tho lockj
the oaaal to be 300 leet wide ou toe bottom, af
Met deep at mean low water and with side slopes
»r boU, or ooe vertical on two horifootat. allowingtnese to aatten li they wiii.cne bank oi cu.
belt's gap stands on a slope or nearly one on one
to a deptn or oo leet.leaving the basin, the canal
to run in a straight lino to tne little bay behind
table Point, begiunlng to widen when it reached

vi water tu v»a uuti. >uu iriuiuiui <v ii«w
feet at M leet or water; beyond too depth oj ij
leet ia tot Quli. tae caoul to be without bam*.
Am, inspire or every precautlup, accident* might
oceor which woul>i make it impossible to imu me
JooK lor a considerable period ul time, a second
entrance irom toe river to tue uasm snouiu be
began as soon as the canal is ouopiet^d; n>is
saoq,nd entrance nanng its own lock and guard
(rates, as tnere will oe a tendency to silt up at
the mer end ol the canol, and also tn tlie cut ut
tne otner end, leading to deep water in tl:o Uuir,
some dredging win oe neeessar.. si.ouiu that at
lheauiiendproreiarge.it migot bouome nmvir*
able to bond dikes aloug n,e sides 01 the cut.
The cost 01 the dredging und the cost uf
working toe canal have oeeq capitalized,
fcnd added to the first cost in toe louowiog osn-
Ml*.
rne first cost of the canal complete is
estimated at |10,2««,booTbe annual cost ui mamieuance in «*tinmteust 100,81}, wiiicii, capitalised at
A percent ., i,217. too

Biviuff :or the sunt needed to build sad
matuiftui casiu jMetetar Mar tanitn thai ibe site tar a

NEW Y(
I eanal batwaen the Boothwaat Pan and Katt Bar haa a
derided advantage over th« Kort St. Philip alia.
The ennui la about six miles and one-third

long, passing through a country or wblcb no part
la more than three feet aoove tide, and much of
ita route lien through shallow lagoons. At two or
three teet below the auriace, the delta at and ne«
low the Bite of the canal is everywhere or bluish
mud or clay, Into which a polo can be thrust by
hand iroui Ave to fliteeu leet. On the oars the
wave action nas silted ont and leit the couraer
sand in thin la>ers, and such strata, perhaps iroui
tho same caus*. are lound elsewhere in the delta.
norm lid 100 leeiueep wiow me sutue ciuy, oecomJlug more compact, anu mixed with occasional

saud. At Fort St. Philip Canal, low water of tne
liver Is 0.7 leet above tne uiean level 01 the Gull,
and high water 7 feet above tne same plane. It
la estimated that high water of storm* at sable
Point is sometimes 7 leet ubove mean level or tne
Gulf. The Iock :a therefore planned lor a lilt of 7
leet; but as the water at Sable Point will never
be Higher tnan that ol tne river at I he other end
oi the canal, except lor a lew hours during violent
stoims.no provision is made lor loclaug down
into the Mississippi. Guard gates near tne Iock are
provided to prevent eurrenta rushing In either directionthrougn the canal.
For details as to plan of canal and est.mates, aee

Appendix A.
ii..deepen ino katprai. outlet.

The methods which have been proposed for
opening a pa»savre through a bar at one of the
mouths of the Mississippi are two:.
Fir$t-~Bv stirring up in some way the material

of the oar, so that the current shall aweep It awar
into deep water.
Secorut.Uy confining a mouth or the river by

Jetiees on the bar. so that, aided if necesaary by
dredging or stirring up, the water shall be able to
scour a channel througn the bar, and to maintain
It wheu once lormed.
Judging :rum the results thus lar obtained, tne

Board is of the opinion that no admissible expenditureof money can permanently maintain by
the stirring process a depth of twenty leet at
mean low water at the mouth of the Mississippi;
and as they do not consider thin an adequate
depth they deem the flrst process named inadmissible.

in considering the method by Jetties, It mav be

at the mouths of the Mississippi is based.
on examining a map 01 the moutns of tnis river
It will oe seen that each uass through the greater
part ol its length has a nearly constant width,
out that It widens toward its bar, so that on ua
outer 01 est it has several times inordinary math,
wmle its depth Is less in something like the same
proportion. The cause of this cnauge seems to oe
the following:.The river water as it approachea
tne bur is somewhat above toe level ol the Quir,
and so tends to diverge, the stream thus oecoiuing
thinner anil wider. This thinniugand widening >s
aided by the greater density of the salt water,
which makes the iresii water rise over it on a
slope thai is steeper as the velocity 01 the river
water is less. Tnis thluned sheet ol water lorms
its own banks as the bar moves out to sea; bat,
as in this wide, snaiiowr stream the friction is
great near the banks, deposits beglu there, the
stream is narrowed ami deepened, and lu time
that pure 01 the stream obtains the form already
assumed by tue portion above, which allows the
water to pass with least resistance. 1'o-day, white
there ure out seven ieet ol water on the outer
crest ol the South Pass bar, It is yet only about
12,uoo feet lrom the oar to 30 leot of water
above tho bar, and It follows ir tue bar's progress
into the Gulf has been for ihe last 120 years the
same as tor the last tiurty-siz years (about loo
leet per aunum). that 120 years ago the outer
crest ol tue Soutu Pass oar was whero now there
Is a deep cuauncl. As toe bars move oat to sea
the river is, then, all the time eroumg a channel
of the characteristic deep water cross section behindand through them. Tue object of Jett es la
to aid and hasten tula erosion. If, starting
lrom a polut in a pass above Its bar,
where there are now ao Ieet of water, we
build Jetties which go conflne the pass that it snail
nave tile width all tne way to deep water it now
has at tno starting point, we snail be helping toe
pass to assume the deep water cross section It
would ultimately take, and oy aiding It, 11 uecea.
nary, by dredging, should be able to reduce at
pleusure tne time required for the process.
This plan is tnen aaopted lor the Improvement

ol a natural outlet.namely, to begin parallel dikes
at the banks or a pass where there are now so
ieet of water in the middle, and carry them over
tha ho v tn QA loaf ir o tr* r nntoiHa /nnlaaa IIia Hanrh
»us w»a ww ww i«gk n »«t vutaiuv yuuicpa »n« \i«h»u
ia obtained before tue dikes nave reached tue 80footcarve), allowing the river to erode tue bottom
between tue dikes till tue waterway between
them everywhere baa the name cross section aa
at their beginning, aiding tue erosion by dredging
or stirring 1/ it la not rapid enough without.
The Board considered the question ol limiting

Me waterway to the oroas aeotion of 80 feet maximumdeptc. by converging Jetties on tne bar,
and by spur dikes in the pass aoove, lnatead ol by
parallel dikes. In view of tbe lack of experience
in snch work in tnia country, and of tne danger or
excessive scout around the ends of spur dikes, it
was deemed advisable to adopt parallel dikes aa
ottering fever contingenclea and lesa difficult? of
construction. Tne depth or so feet has been
cuosen in order that aome time may elapse before
tbe oar whloh wiu form at the sea end of the
jettlea ean nave leaa tnan 36 leet at mean low
water upon it, tnat being the minimum depth
which It ia desired to maintain.
Having adopted a general plan for tbe improve*

ment of one ol tne natural outlets, It remains to
fix on that one, as tne improvement oi any wu
be costly, but one should oe improved, and mat
ahouid be made adequate for all purpoaes.
rue pauses winch nave been u-ost carefully con*

aldered are the ttquth aud Southwest.
In oompariiir these pastes, it is seen that while

tbe average width ol tne booy of tne south Paea ia
700 :eer, that of southwest Pass la abont 1,400.
Tne greater width is more lavorabte to navigation;
but, in toe opinion or the Board, the South Pass
when improved will be adequate to the preaent
and prospective wanta or commerce. The eatl*
mated snm required for the construction and
maintenance ol (he works lor the Improvement
of tbe Boutn Pass is >7,942.110, and for Boutowe^t
fans la (10,063,124. It ia asaumed that tbe South*
west Pass bar advoncea abont toree times aa fast
aa tbe Bonth Pass bar.
The South Pas* being entirely adeauate, the

much greater cost of improving the larger paaa
would not, in the opinion of the Board, be warrantedeither by tne somewhat greater ease of
euierlng it in storms or or navigating it when
once Inside. The lormer is 12.9 irnlea lonir. iha
latter being 18 mile:), and la icngtnened only
about one-third aa laat aa the latter.
The coat or improving Pasa U l'Outre would alio

be far greater than lor south Pass, without
advantages sufficient to justuy the inci eased
coat. Tue Soutn Pass has tue an vantage that the
worita lor if a improvement, winch would require
at icaat two or tnree years for their execution,
wouut in no way interfere with commerce. The
Board in, therefore, 01 opinion that if any natural
outlet 1a Improved it aboulii be the South Pass.
The South I'uaa 01 the Mississippi ia 12.9 mtles

loug, haa an average width or 730 leet, anl a
minimum interior channel deptn of 20 leer. It la
ll,«oo leet irom the 30-ioot curve msido the Pass
across the bar to 30 leet outside. Tne minimum
depth on the oar ia 7 leec. it discharges at tta
mouth about 67,000 cubic leet of water per second
and aoout 22,uoo,ooo cubic yards ol aediraeat la
auapenaiou per annum. It baa a sboai at ira bead,
wlta a minimum deptn on It in chanuel oi 17 feet.
For tbe improvement of tne south Paas tbe

Board iccommends parallel dikes or jettiea, constructedor brusn, laacmea and stone, lu the same
general way as those us;d by Mr. UaUnd at tbe
moutu oi the Maas.

'ltie:e dikes should begin at tne two banks of
the Pass, about l.MO leet below the South pass
lighthouse, wuere tne river has a width or nearly
woo leet and a maximum depth of 80 leet. They
should run in straight lines, parallel to
each other, In the direction or the
Pa*a, to whei* the water is 10 leet deep
outside ol tne bar, provided it should be necoasary
to carry them so tar to secure 30 icet depth. Tne
dikes ior the first 7,loo leet should be 10 leet wioe
ou top; snoulu men widen gradually to *0 leet in a
lurther aistauce of 2,05; leet; should tnen graduallywiden to 60 leet, which is to be tba width in
so leer oi water. At present tut* laat length would
be about 2,760 Icet, and the total length oi each
dike 11,000 leet. The first 7,U0 leet of the dikes to
have side slopes or two-tuirds (two vertical to
three horizontal), the rest to have sue Hopes of
one-quarter down to 16 feet below water, aud bebeammat depth slopes ol one-half. The top of
tne dikes io be ronnded ana pavad, the orown
rising to hiuu water of spring tides.
The qaestion oi tbo average annual expense or

iirolouglug tne jetties is a very serious oaa; it de«
lends on >be annual advance oi the twentj-Ove*
ooi ourve, tuat dep-h being required. At present
tne muddr water issuing from tne South Past
spreads out lu somewhat of a lansuape, the handleof the ion being at tne mouth or toe Pasa and
tbe ribs several uuiles in lengtiL

li the proposed Jettioa were instantly completod
and the uew channel scoured out, essentially ton
same amount oi sediment woud oe spread out In
inn-shape; but, trom the greater,veiocitv oi tbe iseu*
ing water, tin ribs oi tbeiau wonlu be longer,wnlia
the huuuie would be uarrower. More oi the sedimentwould at Drat be depoeited isr out in tu«
tiuit than beture.
But with the present vate of advance the twenty-

uto loot carve 120 yeara ayo wa» uDuut 12.000 leet
abovet a pvoaent po«it>uu; and If toe volume or
water earned by tue i tu la kept the aame, neuleotingtho alignt dirtereuce in alopa 01 ton Gulf
bottom ouuiUe tut preaaut oar. in aoouc 12J yeara
a uow fnu lor the Pane will probably b« lormed 01
the time ueneral »uipu u<t rue lower 12,000 leet of
tue preaeut i'aaa. it uiakea little diilareace, m trie
wiio.e nine required to acooiupnaa ihe worn,
wuetuer tue ».,ni« voiume of uater flow* out ut
ataiting ov.-r the ure*eut aiiallow bar or irooi t etweeutwo dikes vftiicu loice tue witter to lake a
depth of tnii'ty ioer. In au average oi many yeara
tue rate oi progreea niuat bo about iho aame a«
now.uaoieiy, 100 leet per annum, the roium < of
water being te;it an at prencat; and it u on etna
bunia mat mo average aouucl cosi of exteualon.
name.y. JU3o,uuO. nua been computed.

It Hue alroauy beon ataieu mat it 1a cropoaod to
obtaiu ailepth of M icet between tne let las. lit
orut-r tbat ?orae .veara iaav eiapae beio.o uio anoul
which wi.l lonu b^youd tbe Jettioa can oave ou it
leaa tnaa tlie required depth of *6 leet m the
cuanuei tnrontiti it mere art do precme data for
eauiuatiou tin* per.oti. Uoiqij ao.«wurd ijo.u too
up: oi vua 01 tue p. oDdied dilue tu» a.opo of tnu
liotioui oi tlid sou ui P.iaa la noiut l-uo. Tmp
BiOpe iioubtluaa deuenda in,iluiv on tue velocity ol
the w.«fer fiowiiiir tnrointi it aua ou t o iiiuug of
tin* iiejn water fi.v me ault. a< tne catuo* remain
e aeatiai r tao a.imo It wouiu ae^ui tum.ai mat
ilie new unu or tlia suum cam lo i>e iorm?d bv
tue aedimeui paaaiug througn tue jutiie* abouid
at i-an nave tii« aaiue oo. toui aiopt, U
tnu a»"uiripnnn were trae roe ot'om would atfftat aUuai ij-oui mir y to tweni/.#ve j««( in a dia*
tance oi d*440-2,vkw net, abd to* rlma ra(uiFea j

)KK HERALD, THURSDAY
woald be about twenty-two years. This time
would be abortened oy tiro causes:.Pint, mere
are about 3,000,000 or cubic Tarda or material
to be scoured out between tbe Jet*
ties, thus Increasing the general bar
accretion by that amount and hastening tbe
advance of the Pass. As tbe scbur would be dls1tributed over several years, and as tbe Soutb Pass
carries about 22,000,000 cubic yards of sediment in
suspension annually to tbe Uuir, tbe effect or ttiia
3.000,000 rarda cannot be relatively large. Second,
at and below the poiut where it ia proposedto begin tbe Jetties the liver velocity now dimtniishes very siowiy.aaitiaconuned byasiowiy widenlnircbaunel, while, when the jetties are completed
and the cuannel scoured out, tbe water issuing
from them will, having at first no banks to conone
it. spread out more rapidly, thus, perhapa, losing
velocity more rapidly and forming a steeper seawardsiope on tne bottom than now ezlata at tne
upper eud 01 tbe proposed dikes. Tbia steeper
slope seaward Tom tbo 30 feet of water between
(be Jetties would give a shoal of 26 feet at a distanceof less than 2,200 feet and in a period of lesa
than twenty-two years.
The period is uncertain; experience alone ean determinetbe precise time. Diifereut estimates made

by tnta method, and others by different members
of tbe Board, vary largely, and ten years have
been assumed for tbe purpose of estimate. In ten
years, then, it Is assumed that tbe jettiea will
nave to be lengtnened 1,000 leet. As shoals will
have lormed at the ends of the Jettiea, it baa also
been assumed th»t the extension will be In water
averaging 11.teen feet in depth.

It baa been atated that there Is a aboal at tbe
bead of South Pass with but seventeen feet of
water on It. At present this snoal la scouring out.
Should mat scouring not give a depth as great as
at tbe sboaleat point below in the Pass, the con

truotlonof a dike to deflect more water into it
would become necessary. Should the Soatb
Pass increase much beyond Its present sue.
It mlabt tecome necessary to put an apron on
the bottom and sides 01 tbe Pass, near ita bead, to
atop that increase.
Estimates of the cost ol tbe lettlea and or tbe

works winch may b« needed at tae head or to*
Pass are given in appendix U.
First coit or jetties at mouth of South
Pass, of dredging, and 01 worka at bead

or Pubs $5,343,110
Average annual cost ot extension, lnclnd*
ing removal 01 mud lumps should they
rise, $130,000, which, capitalized at five
per cent, gives 2,000,000

Coat or construction ana maintenance or
improvement $T,#42,110
'j no Board also made an estimate of the ooat of

improving tue southwest Pass, the result ofwhich
is as loilows:.
Fu st cost oi improving Southwest Paas
by jetties. $8,263,124

Average annual cost of extension,
$290,000, which, capitalized at live per!cent, is 7,800,000

Sum required to improve and maintain
Southwest I'ass $18,053,124

iii..method recommended.
The Board has now given plans aurt estimates

for improving the mouth or the Mississippi either
by a canal or by opening one or the natural out|lets, it is also requireu to give Us opinion as to
which plan is preierable. Leaving cost aside for
f e moment, and assuming tnat one plan cau be as
eas'ly executed and maintained as the other, there
is no question that the improvement or the South
Pass would be best, it would give a good sea entranceabout ooo reet wide, and * minimum
width in tne Pass oi about 630 leet, wruie the
widtu oi the canal woulu be about aoo leet. It
would oiler no locks (liable to do or suffer injur?)
to delay the passage oi vessels through it. It
would give an ample unobstructed waterway to
commerce in place of a narrow and obstructed
one.

ir the question of cost and maintenance be consideredwe have for the canal $u,A14.300 against'
$7,942,110 tor the Soutn Pass.
The only remaining question is whether the two

plana can be executed and maintained at about
the estimated costs.
For the canal the difficult points are to maintain

a coffer dam and secure a stable loundaiion on
which to build tne maaonry. By proper examinationsIt ia believed that sites can be lound where
coder dams can be maintained, and although the
masses of masonry are heavier than any which
have been bnilt la that region without settling, it
is believed that, by tae plan proposed, injurious
settling wouia be prevented. To* Boara Is. therelore.01 opinion that toe canal can be built at tue
estimated coat.
In tbe improvement or tne South Pass the difficultpoints ate the control of tbe water entering

It. the removal of tha anoal and tbe malntenaooe
or a channel at us bead and tbe execution and
maintenance or tbat part or tbe Jetties lying outside01 tne outer crest 01 tbe bar. wnile tbe propermethod or ooutroi or tne water at tne bead of
the south Pass must be learned maioly br trial,
great difflcultr Is not anticipated, as aacb control
was readily obtained on tbe Bullna. Tbe constructionand maintenanoe 01 tbe Jetties beyond tbe
orest or tbe bar Is a diffloult work, in wtilch there
will be contingencies arising rrorn tbe action of
heavy storms, either on tbe jstties themselves or
ou tne material on which they rest, and rrom settling.liberal allowance has bean made lor sncb
contingencies, ana tbe Bom seas no reason to
inoreasa its estimate. Indeed, it is or opinion
that experience m construction may very probablyshow tbat the croaa section of the dikes may
be reduced, thus lessening the oost. If the Jetties
are constructed and maintained, tbe ends being
prolonged as becomes necessary, the Board has
no doubt tbat the desired depth will be obtained.

It, theretore, reoommends that tha South Paas of
tbe Mississippi River be improved by tbe put
already given.
The Board concludes us report with the recommendationtbat ir Congress decides to open one

ol tbe uasses or the river the entire sum
necessary to accomplish the work be appropriatedat once, or in some way be made available.
U tbe mouth or tbe river Is to be improved by

Jetties, tbe work, wuen once begun, should be
pushed as rapidly as possible to its entire completion.
The Board Is or opinion that the works It proposesror the improvement of the South Pass can

be completed in three years.
Respectfully submitted,

B. 8. ALEXANDER,
Lieutenant Colonel oi Engineers, Brevet Brigadier
General United states Army.

C. B. COMSTOCK.
Major Of Engineers and Brevet Brigadier General.

HENRY MITCHELL,
United States Coast survey.

T. E. SICKLES.
W. MILNOlt ROBERTS.
H. D. WdlTCOMB.

TUB MINORITY RHI'ORT.
I concur In so much or the report as refers to tb«

selection ot the south Pass ror the trial ol the Jetty
system ol improvement, If tbat system is to b«
adopted; also, to tne plans and estimates ror both
canal and Jetties; but a«, in my judgment, tbe
chancea or success ol an atlemnted imnrovemrnt
of any one 01 the natural outlets of tbo river do
not justly the recommendation or the Bo&id, I
nave withheld my signature irom tbe report.

Ii an adequate aua permanent channel conld be
obtained at an/ one 01 the pauaes it would, no
douor, be preferable to tbe proposed caoaL
As the ship cans I project does, in my Judgment,

offer reasonable chances or success, I mast give
It the pieierence over the jertv project recom*
mended by the Board. H. Q. \vkiqht,Lieutenant Colonel of Engineers,

_
Brevet Major General.

Hon. W. W. Bclknaf,
fcecietary 01 War, Washington, I). 0.

THE STREETS YESTERDAY.

AXXOTAXCZS TO PXOZemxKB.nmic and
TRA.TBL mrXDlD.

Snow and ram, the one following closely on tbe
beela or the oifcer, and coming down with a
steady, copious drip through the livelong day,
makes miser/ for human kind and irreparable
damage of shoe leather. Yesterday was a sad,
sorry day. Tbe walking was bad aa bad conld be.
Tbe outlook lrom ball door and window waa depressingin tbe extreme, and tbe street care,
never very comfortable, smelted wotae tnan
erer-aometbing like an auoient stable, waere tbe
mould and damp bad accumulated m many
pviwiui JVHri. WUfc wi 1T1I UQOUIUBBilJ
Cometh good, and tu« rata that made ao man/
mueraole lnaenaioiy performed tbe proper dut/
or tbonaanda or dilator/ bonaeholdera. It waabad
their duoratept and aidewaika oiean, ana when
tii# orient akiea coma again and tbe ann abineth,
tne flagwa/a will appear aa U awept witn a cbam.
berraaid'a broo h. Ever/m in who walked broadwayappeared to oarry an umoreila, ana u tbe
uma.i downtown tide eet in a atagnlar aunt might
be ooaetved from any elev»tiun. Tfte long atreum
oi umorel.ae aevf ral miiea long ahui out irom
above ma least gumpee ot tbe emewaik,

ibe atreeia were in a moat auoofcing and die*
graooiul -oudltloo, and not only w«a i.edaatrUn
iiftvei hindered but oaameeatraoiooccatnegreuilv
impeded. At an earl/ hour toe hear/ atorm ot
rmu oe^vn. Hccompaulcd bjr win i Irom the south.
e**t, ao tbut it wae not long beioie toe ctoaaiate
wei« alinuet impaseable to tnoaa who uid Dot wear
knee-nuti buoca. ma eulveria ware completely
cioeed with ice, aud tbe Unreal* o> water tbai ran
tliruunh tna nm,i were >tnt atiuva uromul until
at l«u«tn tu« trout 01 wuoie biockx w.ia flooded.

iiio .rtwujr wan clean enough, owing to recent
opera.i<'UH 01 tiio street Cleaning Department!
but on til or the eroat atreeta tbe niuau
wua u ci cut auuojanco. la Nxtiaau unci
William nireetH tno mow and loa lormed
dam*, wliicn diverted tho water to the i-idewaika,
aiid iu several luatauoos the streams ran imo
Oi-uara and baaemeuta, o.tUNlng much Jamaiie,
Johu street, Alaiden lane, Lioorty street aud
even Pino, (vcje almost impassable to ordinary
pedestrian travel, and aome amua.ug acmes were
fuacted MM®n an uuiortunate lost nU ,oot and
ie|i prostrate into ipe slash t mat is, ttiey were
auiutiug to tiio spectators, thunrfU by no means
«ujo>< u uy tbe suilereis. Iu Chaiuoera ntreec,
near tne Juuctiou 01 Hudson aireet and Meat
Uroaaway, tno aott auow and water was over a
io»i deep. While all aioug tnat aide or iD« city the
pavement* *er# every waeie covpr«d wi ll slush.
Tue sumo oonot'ion 01 affairs was observable
al.>ug tue river lr»uta, and m tue Fott'tu and
lixtii wards, wo»re tenqmeut nousi-a abound, and
tbe an.'W au-i loe ri»« in (uounuios ta lront «
very door, toideu) Uare tbe itrnta beta in to
wretabed a wbduio*
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RAPID TRANSIT.

Meeting of the Aldermanic
Committee Yesterday.

. .
^

VIEWS OF CITIZENS.

The Society of Engineers Hear aod Diicnss
i Long Report.

The pedal commute* of the Board of Aldermen
wmcU vh appointed to bear tbe argument* of
some of tbe many persons who favor tbe accomplishmentof rapid transit, and or the many inventorswbo bave plans by which they are convincedthat that good result can be achieved, and
finally to report their convictions as to tbe proper
meana to bring abont speedy travelling In this
city, met yesterday afternoon at half-paat one
o'clock. All tbe members of tbe committee were
present.Messrs. Pnrroy, Sbandley, Cole, BllUnos
and Howland. Tbe Common Oonndl Chamber
was crowded with interested persons. Capitalists
were there, aid inventors with many brain-wearyIngproject*.

JBU* »e wau*va 1 TlAWOi

Wbin the meeting wa» opened Mr. S. E. Cburoh
rose to apeak. Mr. S. E. Church baa for many
years been Intereated In plana by wblch rapid
transit waa expected to be brought into existence.He baa spent much time m argulog before
publlo and private bodies, and, pernapa, ought to
be vonaidered aa an efficient worker to realise
rapid transit. He aald In hia speech yesterday
aiternoon that there la no qaeatlon before the
community upon which there la an opinionao lavorable aa the aubject or
rapid transit. it la surprising that,
when the amount of inventive and mocbanical
Mill in thla city la oonsldered, no plan boa been devlaedto conquer the objections and the opposition

of routes to a rapid tranait road. He considered
the subject the most important that has ever been
broached In this city. If the Corporation had Invested$10,000,000 in i860 in a railroad calculated
and made capable to carry people from one end
or New York Island to the other in a reasonable
time It would now save $33,000,000 in taxes and
aaaeaament9. By not making such an Invest*
mcnt.by not providing the people or this city
with auch accommodatlona as they needed, and
need ailll more now.Mr. Church considered that
the city or Mew York had lost more than
$100,000,000. The City Treaaury ousrht now to containpart ol the valuable results of a successful
rapid railroad scheme, expreaaad In millions of
dollars.
Mr. Church spoke or Mr. Moores' bill in the Assembly,and explained bow the recent amend*

menta to the conatltatlon affect It He waa clearly
favorable to the Greenwich atreet Elevated Railroad,which, he aald, It waa intended
to extend and widen, ao that it ahouid
have two tracks. By this means, Mr. Cbaroh aald,
the faalllty of travel on thla road will be greatly
Increased. Bealdea these improvements, arrangementsare to be made which will do away with the
tear that many have to travel on the Greenwich
atreet railway. The trade will be ao guarded that
even lr a oar ahonld rnn from it the vehtole would
not lall to the ground with sufficient loroe to injure
lta occupants. Mr. Church said that he felt
that private capitalists would never build a
proper xapld iransit railroad, and, therelore,he reierrel the construction or suoh
an Institution to the city. The power
of the atreet horse oar rallwav corporations is too
great tor any private association to overcome it.
i'he existing slow transit companies opposed the
Uilbert, the underground and several other
soaemes. Consequently they were not built, though
it was certain mat any of thoae schemes, if put
into aotire operation, would have returned naud<
some revenues. The oity. then, as the only lormidablepower that oan oppose the monopolistsand the oppressors of rapid trsnsit plans,
must taka into lta hands the duty or
providing lor our citizens the means by
wuiiu inif mh rkjikuu uiTirM xne
leugin ot this city. Mr. Church continued:.It
raaj 0* Mid tbat corruption will floarMii if tht
construction ot this necessary railroad n pot mio
the bands or tbe city omcers. He said bo did not
tear that result. Ha waa urged to bare confidence
lftUie action or tba public officers ot tbe cur by
ilwnwn «i im oroion Aqueduct scheme. Ha rememberedthai wben tbat great work waa propose'it waa denounced at a swindle; and alio
tbat money waa subscribed in the city to defeat
De Witt Clinton's grand project 01 tbe Erie
Canal. Be waa oonvtnced tbat tbe city waa
the proper party to aaanoe t& i construction of
tbe rapid transit road, and tfce only party wltb
power 10 overcome tbe lufluences opposed 10 that
splendid work. He thought that $6,000,000 would
pay for tbe conairncuou oi adoubie track, elevated
railroad noon the Battery to Harlem, and leave no
money to oe misapplied. He concluded py urging
tbat tbe Aioermanic committee soould report tbat
tue city government abould undertake tnat great
need or tbe people.tbe opportunity to speedily
go irorn end to end of me city.

MONKY WANTED.NOT TALL
Mr. E. Solimidt waa th; next speaker, and a

very earnest, bnt amusing one. He explained
tbat be bad a plan by wblcu rapid transit could
no accomplianed, una be urged tnat this is a time
to use money and brains and not the lingual
memoer- alone. His plan, bo said, wan to project
a car or tra>n through a lube, placed undergroundor upon an elevated plane, by pneumatic
power. He was not altogether successful in explainingthe metood he nad devised, yet he lelt
tbat b«t was, and was, thereiore, happy. He gave
expression to bis good reeling bv questioning bla
auditors,alter saying tbat lie could send passengers
through bis tuoe at the rate oi lorty or flity inlics
an hour ror lour cents, with the expression, utteredin a way tbat cannot be expressed on papor,
"How does that suit r" Nobody answered tbe
query, and Mr. ik)ha;dt aoon a'terward ended bis
vehement speech.

MR. BASKIN WANTS TWO ROADS.
He waa loUowed by Mr. John ii. Haslcln, or

Vovrthim whinh to nn« In m>a >

«r this city. Ue congratulated tne committee oa
Having sucn an lmportaut question relerretl to It
as the subject ot rapid transit. He considered it
the most Important that nad ever been debated in
New York. It Is so because it Includes
meihous to liquidate toe deot 01 this city.now
amounting to 11:0,000.000.aud to supply Homes 10
the poor and Industrious classes, Uu referred to
tbe importance 01 tne net that tbe local legislature.tnecommon Council.once again bad posses-
slou ol tbe ngnt to act upon tbe matters affecting
New York; and tnen, becoming reminiscent, he

Save a cursory view of tbe encroacninents 01 tne
tate Legislature upon tbe riguts 01 tbe Common

Couuoli. Alter no nad returned to the matter of
bis real suoject Mr. finikin said toat lie agreed
wub some of Mr. Church's btutements, but rejectedotbers, especially tbose reierring to tbe
cause or tbe non-construction or the Gilbert
Hallway. Men go to Albany, be said, aud there
procure cbarters for rapid transit railways. Then
they come buck and ait down to stimate the coat
01 toe work wnion they have been authorised to
build. Eugiueers are oulieu in. iheir opinion* are
received, and Anally tbe schemes are allowed to
die. He warned tne committee tost, whaiover
might oe toe sooetsnoe 01 toelr report on rapid
transit.provided that it waa In fevor or a road
being built lor tnat purpose.tney would encountertbe disapprobation or loweriul bodies,
lie said there la * power opposed t > rapid transit,
wnion has tor yoars kepi the people in the
condition or subjeots and nevsr per*
mitted them to be sovereign*. This
power nun oe overaiangnea or toe nuited power
ut iu« people expressed by tut citr government.
The sou roe or ibis powar is In tbe city rauroad
companies. Ho bad aiwavi bean oppoaad to
tiioaa companies, and nail fongnt strenuously
against t h-m in 1881, beoause tuey war# nut la
tiw interest or tna paopit. Jheir puwar ta immense,booame their capital and receipts are.
Ue read iron to# State Engineer's report a state*
mtnt or thoao capital# and receipt*, except tnoaa
01 toe fourtn Avenue Hatiroad Company, ib.a
company, Mr. ttastin said, ooea not deign, it
aaoma, to report to tbe State Engineer.
Wiiyr Beoanae It meraea into the Harlem
company and tne Harlem mersres imo
tbe Hudaon and Central, and mat last named corporationowua the state Legislature. i be rail*
roau cotntuuteea 01 tbe state Legislature are com*
poaed oi railroad men, who are owned or Com*
uioaore VauderbUt aud Tburlow Weed, lae latter
i eraon naa lately oeeu elected a direotor ot tne
lucrative ihlrd Avenue Hailrosd. Tne Assembly
Hanroaa Committee waa beaded last year uy a
man named Lincoln.on wliat a proianatlou or
tbe name oi the man who wui eo great, ao pure,
ao nonesi!.and tba chairman oi the Seuate committeewaa Mr. seitreg. 1 aay it boldly agaiu that
tneae tuen and their committes weie owned br
commodore Vanderoilt and Thurlow Weed.
Mr. Haskina ami) tnat he was in raror or two

rapid tran»it roaa*, or one on eacn sice or tne
city, rnnulnir irorn the lower part oi the metrop*
olia to llai tern. He aaid be kuew ot routes which
he couslnered feasible lor auoh roaun. it u
r<.ad upuu wqicU train* oouid be run quietly from
the i>auery to Foriy*wcoo-l street were con*
airucted It would provide Uim wit a transit rapid
euuuan. Hut ir anon a roa.i ouiy were constructed,
tne vjoaut property on toe west sideoi thiaottjwould a ill oe almost inaccessible, and arrange*
meuis uiuat be made by when every looalItjror. New iora suaii be broagut into
speedy coaiinunicauon witn tbe ooamese section
oi me metropolis. Be aid not believe tifat annnuergrouud railway la practicable on aooouat or
Ute ouaracteriattes i to* grouaa ta tats etty, and

[PLE SHEET.
bence he favored elevated railways or about fourteenfeet blgh and sixteen leet wide, with two
tracks. In conctnaion He advised thai the work of
providing New York wito rapid trsnsit roada lie
taken In nand by the city authorities, and again
warned ibe committee of the opposition wblcb It
and everybody tbat tries to eflect quick transporta-
lion of our citizens from point to point must meet
irom poweriui and alert foes, wno will openly and
In secret make determined and strategic atfurts
to overtnrow their plana.
Mr. J. a Leo, an inventor, made a speech

shedding but little liirot upon tbe mind-hsrassing
problem bow to etrect rapid transit. Alter be had
concluded Alderman Purroy aunounced tbat tbe
ae*aion or the Aldermaulc Committee was adjourneduntil Saturday alternoon at one o'clock.
Tbe members of tbe Chamber or Commerce will

meet to-day. and during tbelr proceedings will
probably discus* the snbtcct of rapid transit. The
'Drake project" will prooably be commended to
tbe Chamber, and draw out an expression Irom
that body lavorable to It.

Tn crvn, knginexks' obapkjno with thi
QUESTION.

Rapid transit for many months baa attracted
much attention irom tha American Civil Engineers'Society,of which Julius Adams, of Brooklyn,la President, and Mr. Leverlch Secretary.
Last lall tbe society appointed a committee, con-
iiiug oi unanute, or tne Brie Railway,
Charles R. Graham, of the Department or Docks,
and other gentlemen, to make a special report
noon the subject. This report, the result of great
labor, aa stated in the Hsbild yesterday, was to
be presented to tbe society yesterday afternoon,
being already printed, with copious statistics.
Tbe meeting of the society, which was largely
Attended, luted from one o'clock nntll after gasllghf.Only members were admitted, it was
ascertained irom Mr. Leverlch, tbe Secretary,
that tbe report wonld not be given to tne pub.ic
or to reporters nntll tbe society had passed
upon It.
A member of the society abont ball-past two

came out and informed a friend that tbe report
of tbe committee then under discussion stated
mat they could not adopt any specific plan submittedby tbe advocates or tbe various plans,
us, In tbeir opinion, irom the nature of tbe
ground to carry out rapid transit to a success
tbe road must, in its several sections, combine
the underground, suriace and elevated plans.
Tne committee's report showed tbat tbey bad
taken advantage or the hints given Ibem by t»e
varloua inventors, and from tbis tne* bad
agreed uoon a general scneme, wblcb
was under discussion. Late in tne
sesnion tbe secretary announced to the representativesoi the preos present tbat no part of tbe
proceedings would tor the present be given to the
public. Another member informed tbe writer
that the report, which had called out a warm discussion,would probably be relerred back to tne
committee. To these gentlemen, who are certainlyexperienced engineers, the public will look
with interest ior some well-devised and carefully
prepared scheme ior the solution or the difficult
question that baa alike defied capitalists, law
makers and Inventors.

VI 1IU UO&JULI UUAJUllAAt

Albany, n. y., Feb. 3, 1875.
Tbe Committee on General Lawa of tbe Assembly,to which tbe question of rapid transit was

referred, has appointed a sub-committee, coosistofMessrs. Kennaday, T. C. Campbell, McGowan
and Seward, wbo will sit in the Chamber of the
Board or Aldermen at New Yore, on Saturday
next, at twelve o'clock noon, to bear all persons
who may desire to submit to them any news on
the anbject ol rapid transit.

ZLETATX THE TBACKS.
Nbw Yoke, Fab. 2, 1875.

To tbi Editob or tbc Hbrald:.
Will yon be kind enougi to allow me to ventilate

my ideaa in regard to the blocktng np of oar
streets by the railroad oompanlea and to suggest
a remedy t Aa things are at present tbe railroads,
after every fall of snow, in order to clean their
tracks, pile it (tbe snow) oo both sides,
completely blocking np the street for travel,unless immediately on tbe tracks. Now could
not a law be passed compelling every street ruilroadto bnild an elevated track similar to tne
Greenwich street oue, which has proved so successful,and then tase np tbe tracka irom tbe
streets, leaving them lor the purpose originallyintended, it does n<>c seem to me to be aa an*
reasonable proposition, and in the end tbe rail*
road oompanlea wonld be tbe gainers, aa in the
first plaoe taey would not have to pay ror cleaning
aoow from tbe tracka. and in rhe next place no
horsea need to be employed, as ateam ooold be
naed, tuereoy doing away with auc horses on eaeh
oar, im also requiring lawer oars.

CONSTANT BIADHB.

DAVY ilJUHUiX JjfiUltMJLlUAfi.

Ia the evening assslon Mr. Mcuill introduceda bill amending the general Railroad law,
which Rivet power to railroad companlea to con

trusttunnels without paying the owners of land*
abote said tunnels any oompanaation therefor,
when thay art located flfw*n reet below we lead,

narowc schooia
Mr. Alexander McDonnell introduced a bill pro*
ldlng tor tbe opening of Reformatory Schools

three bonra every Monday morning, by clergymen
of all denomlnatlona, and amborlaing truateea to
provide aeparate accommodations therein lor
religion* Instruction to children of different creeda.

SUCTION Of MBW CLERK.
Austin H. Patterson elected Clerk to mi tbe

vacancy occasioned by tbe expulsion or carpenter.
Never since tbe time of tbe memorable straggles

which tbe people of New Jersey made through
tnelr Representatives in the Legislature to tnrow
off tbe yoke or railroad monopoly which was ruthlesslyrouted on tnem was there so much lnteuse
excitement created In tbe legislative hall* at
Trenton as yesterday wbon the report of the Oar-'
ponter Investigating committee was being consideredand floalir acted upon.
Long before the time appointed lor tbe renort

being called up for consideration tbe galleries
and floor oi tbe House or Assemoly and the lobbies
and corridors leading tnereto were densely
packed with spectators.

tbi proceedings.
At a quarter to eleven o'ciock tbe Speaker announcedthat tne report of tne committee was the

apecial order for that time, wberenpon Mr. Fltz-
K^IalU IUUVCU tUBb lb UC IUKUU lrOKU IQO VttUlC ttU(l
rend by tlie Clerk, wbloh was agreed to. The reportcondemns Mr. Carpenter, Clerk or the
House, for a transaction wntcti Is called "disreputableand reprehensible," in relation to tbe
appointment oi hia sub-clerks, and contains a
resolution:."That tbe office ot the Clerk be and
the same Is hereby declared vacant."

Mr. Doda moved the adoption of tbe report,
and sfter some remarks, bjr Mr. yiligerald, in
tavor or it, and Mesar*. B. F. McDonnell and T. 8.
Henry against, the roll was called aud the reportdeclared adopted by the tallowing vote:.
4firmahv*..Means. Carpenter, Carrollton, Caracallan,L, Cuiiover, W. V. Conover. Do id. itoivdney. Doyle. Edmund*.Fitzgerald, French, Qoble, Uordon. Halaey, Hendrlckaon,D. Henry. B. N. Herring, Klnnard, Kirk,Lodge, McOill, MofTett, Morrow, Owen. Patterson. Payne,Pope, Babe. Scorel, Swing, Taylor. Teed, Tofflay, Torbet,Tan Cleef. Vanierbllt ( peaker), Voorheea, Warrington,Wilaon, WoodruO, Youmani, Yonnibiood and Zelun.43.
Xtjatirt .Meaara. Anderaon. Bird, Blancko, Bogert,Carey. Oill, T. 8. Henry, H. C. Herring, Magee, Mouonald^MolionneU. ^Bbaujy Hbeeraa, 8ke dinger. datpben,
Mr. McaiU then offered a resolution."That

Stephen H. Sayre and Charles Y. Bamlord be deniedadmission to the floor or the House at any
time daring the remainder of the session, and
that If either or tald men la now on the floor that
he be required to leave the same immediately,"whlon was adopted. Messrs. Sayre and Samford
were tbe two principal witneaaea against Mr. Oar*
penter.
The House then adjourned,

THE OBSEQUIES OF NELSE SEYMOUR
The mnerai obsequies of the late well known

aoror, Nelte Seymour, hare been postponed until
Sunday next, in coBaeqBeaoe of tut inability of
loan of bit relations, who art absent 1MB mo
city, to aaattt at the services. Thar* was a proyositioato postpone tba ball of the Ordar of Ilii in
eonsoquenoe or bis deoeaae. bat after due consider*
ation oi tba disappointment that would ba occsalonadto tba public tba members or tba lodge
have datarminad to aink their sonow, tnaamuon
ah tna bail ba* baan looked forward to by tnair
friends, who, they believe, ara entitled to aoma
consideration in tba matter. Tba ball will taera*
lot a take piaoa this evening.

THE WEATHER YESTERDAY.
The following record will show the chances In

tba temperaturo dorlnz tha paat twenty-four
houra. in compariaon with tba oorraaponding data
01 last year, aa recorded at Hudnut'a Pnarmacy,liera.d Bulldingr, Mew York

1874. 1176. 1874. 1874.
8 A. M 21 3S 8:80 P. M. 82 48
0 A. M 21 83 « r. M 81 48
»A.« 20 40 0 P. tt. 80 4»
13 M 28 44 12 P. M. 28 48
vorage tamperatura yaaterday 42m :

Average temperaturo tor corresponding data
Isatyear «x |

FATAL ACCIDENT.
Hies Louis* Livingston, of Pleasant Valley. N.

J., aged sixteen years, a dangbter of W. P. Livingston,died yeeterday from tba effects of a flab
bone which lodged l.i her throat while she waa at
breakfast. Medical aid waa at onoe procured, bnt
ao ttratiy bad tne bone beoome weoged la the
young laoy's tnroat that oil efforts to duiooge it
proved Buavaiuag, aaa she diea, alter boars of la*lease agoar. at two e'alouk.
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WANDERING MARY.

Romantic Story of a Young lady
Found In the Cars.

RUNNING AWAY FROM ADOPTED PARENTS.

Heiress to Sixteen ThousandDollars.

ACTION OF THE LAW COURTS

Richmond. Ya, Feb. 2, 1875.
Philadelphia rejoiced about tlx months ago im

tbe poaaesalon or a Virginia female waif in malt
attire, la aearch or a fortune; bat now Richmond
la agitated by tbe nneipectod advent of a ran.
away "heiress," irom the cltr of Brotherly Love,
via Trenton, N. J. au that baa transpired ot the
history or tola "heiress" develops quite a seriea
o( romantic revelations, not the least of which i«
the (act that certain parties la Trenton, wha
formurir had control of her. and certain other

parties here wbo now Dave i ossesslon ot Her,
are each endeavoring bj every imaginable meant,
tbe one to reclatm ber, and toe other to retain her.

OW MART RAN AWAY.
Nearly a month ago aome gentlemen returning

here from New York on one or the night trains
were attracted by tne dejected air, thin clothes,
and the aolltary and friendleas demeanor of a
yonng girl in tbe aame car, wnose age conld not
have Deen more than flrieen. Sne had black eyes,
dare hair, handsome and regular features and a
fair complexion, but ber face was expressive or
great trouble, and evident mental tribulation.
These gentlemen soon approached ber, and found,
alter some caulloas and careful coaxing, that
her name was Mary Henbest, that she was
bom In Philadelphia, bad been an orphan,
lor ten years, but was bound out by
some benevolent institution to a Mr.
Demmur, or Trenton, N. J., with whom she bad
been living; that this Deinuiur and his wife had
treated her cruelly and that she ha 1 accordingly
run away, resolved never to return to mm again.
She lurtner related that the worthy Demmur waa
not so bad In hl<* treatment 01 her as his wile, who
used to make ber do all tbe cooking, make the
Uvea, go to market, wait on table, wash up tho
dishes and olten leed the horse; that she had no
chance to obtain an education, and, having hiarU
a great deal oi this city, she made up her mind to
come here llrsr, then make her wav co Florida,
live in an orange grove, aud when she became a
rich woman to return to Philadelphia and
look alter her relatives, she told this story
with so much trauKiiess, scemiujr truthiulnessand innocence, mixed witn her tears,
that tbe parties to wbom sue related her sorrows
became interested in her, and tney very auidlj
offered their services to look after her and Bee
that she aid not tall into Improper hands. Ac*
cordlngly upon tbe arrival or tne train nere tne*
took charge or her and pUced ber uuder the car*
of the Board 01 Directors ot tho Spring Street
Home, wnich Is an Institution here tor the cars
and reiormatloa or abandoned women, where sna
remained until within a few days alnoe. It waa
AAn ao/>Ai>falnn/1 hv onrrounnnrtlnif urifh nnvrlaa in

Philadelphia and Trenton that all the ulrl said
aboot Her early life and history was strictly and
exactly true in nearly every essential particular,
excepting the cruel treatment, which Mr. Dera<
mar positively denied, and which he farther quail.
fled by asserting tnat Mary was boloved by ooib
his wi.'e and self, and that she was treated the
same as though she was their own daughter, in
whloh relationship he had adopted her and nad
her regularly Indentured to him, in order mat he
could exercise proper parental authority over her,
and that sne could not be lnterrered with by any v

meddling or interfering parties.
MART AND an WEALTH.

But the great additional lniormatlon tnat waa
elicited bv the aeries ot letters that have sine*
been written on the subject was that she waa an
"heireas" to some $10,000 worth or property and
upward. Thla gave to Mary an additional charm,
superior in every way to those previously discoveredby the caantabie gentlemen on the cars or
the banevoient and excellent directors of the
"Spring Street Home." (Jpoa tills Mary waa
promptly removed lrom the ''Home" to the care,
tender guardianship and affectionate protecton
of a private famil r, but, I will also aid, to guard
more effectually against ner being Kidnapped t»j
partieeln Trenton who were interested m her,
and against returning to wnom ?be waa most thoroughlydeoidod and positive in her reftual.

MAST'S ADOPTED FATHER.
bout two weeks ago Mr. John Demmar, of Trea»

ton, arrived here to eiatm Mary as an abeoondlug
apprentice. He produced regu ar ariiclea of indentureunder the lairs of the state of Hew Jersey,
aadootained a hearing or the case before the
United states commissioner, but Defore this he
made several attempts to obtain the girl by per-
UII1VU, «1IUVS BUU JUICC. DUD UUk nilllU|

to go, ana consequently tne officers under wnott
care she wag would not give Iter up. Oemuiuc
then returned to Philadelphia anil sent one or tlie
girl's brothers here to set her, but he Tailed also,
uu no condition wonld she return to Datumur. As
soon as the Utter was positively assured ol this
the case was brought be/ore Uulted States Com
inisstoner Pleasants on Saturday last, Demmur
be ng represented by counsel, and the dl<
rectors or the Spring Street Home by counsel
aUo. The Commissioner, at a loss to know
what Jurisdiction he bad in t^ie case, was informed
by counsel lor Demmur that he could act under
authority of a law or Congress ol 1793, and an aoi
amendatory thereof passed tn l W. familiarly known
as toe Fugitive Slave law. In response to tntt
counsel lor the Richmond parties explained and
read an aot approved Jaouarr 28t:i, 1804, sbowing
that the Fugitive Slave law had oeeu repealed, aud
there was now no statute under which Mary could
be retained as ><n apprentice or a stave. No lurtherargument being advanced to sustain tha
claims ot Mr. Demmur, the lormer master or the
escaped "heiress," trio case wan dismissed, and
the latter personage being left to tier own cho;c«
unnealtatinuly elected to remain with her new
lound irtends in the south, wiiere slavery does
not now exist either practically, tneoretlcaliy or
even legally.

HISTORY OF MART'S ADOPTION.
It appears that in November. 1S70, Demmur ap*

plied to the Home lor Destitute Children, a catholicinstitution or Philadelphia, lor a ctuid which h*
wished to adoi>t. He was given Maty, and waa
told her antecedents were good; parents dead;
that she had relatives who tooK no care ot her;
that sbe had Deeu brought, to tne Institution wnen
live years of age; bail once been adopted by a

fentieman who tailed in business; sbe was reamedto the institQtloD, wnere ahe had sine*
remained. Demmur took her and professed to
nave treated tier well, but she tells quite a differenttaie. Dp to a year ago, nowever, she had no
prospect of any lortune, out about that time

mart'S KICH UNCLB,
naujed Uenoest, died in Phiiaaelphla. In lila lire
time he bad never contributed the smallest
amount to the maintenance or Mar/ or tier sister
and tonr brothers. By bis will, after making a
lew small bcqueaia, he left his whole fortune tor
the establishment of an asylum for Infirm peoples
but toe will having been made wlthlu thirty days
of hi* death, by the law of Pennsylvania In relatlua
to bequests it was declared void, and tne eutire
fortune reverted to his heirs. Mary's portion waa
boat one-tolrtletb of the whole estate, aay between$8,000 and 910,000 net. Two of Mary'a

brothers sold out their portloos to speculators.
They never vlaited Mary until she became aa
heiress: then they came to see her,and one oi
them desired to have nimaelf installed aa guardian.On rbe Sin or Deoember, when Demmur and
nu wife were fiosent from home, sho absconded.
Subsequent information irom blgn legal authority
tn Philadelphia s.aies that Mary's loriune will
amount t i $io,oco and upwarda
Marv la now very closely warched on aocoant 01

apprehended efforta to "Charley Kosa" her off vo
Trenton, or some other locality.

MART'S NUMEROUS nUllCM.
It la nnrmni to not* th> inum.>r has u.

tacned to tuts wandering wait hum U Imoum
known ahe waa to coma Into tba poaaeation or ina
anug iltila torn or $10,000. Alt partitt, aotuated
by too moat benevoitnt intentions, are anxtoua to
tiki car* or Mary. Mr. Demmur, or Trenton,
wanta her back ua hia "adopted daughter;" nar
reiatlvea in Philadelphia want her there to enjoy
tba tail meainre of taetr lamllv affection: aa ant
ta a Catholic, a number of gentlemen bere of that
rellalooa denomination are anxious tbat ant
abonld enter sr. Joseph's Orphan Aayium Here,
where abe would be edncatodby tbe sisters; and
lastly, tbe partiea hore who havo control of bar,
are determined ahe ahail be lree to exercise
ner own judgment a* to where abe aball
go. Thai abe will not go back either to
Philadelphia or Trenton unieaa kidcapped and
oroushc there br torci, la «ottied. The various Interview*had with hor upon tbe vlsite or Mr. i>emmarto reclaim her, prove tbat conclualveiy. WTrei
thai gentleman was Or.it announced to her ahe
betrayed the greateat terror and begged that hi
would not be allowed to suae her away, la bit
very pretence abe deolared -rattier tban return 1
would die." Every proposition 01 Mr. Demmur,
and every entreaty and kindly offered porsuaalona.
were met uy a Arm and poaitive leiuaal on Ml
part, never to live with bun again.

CHURCH FAIR AT HARLEM,
St. Panl'e Roman cathouo church, U7th ante*

between Third and Fonrth avenuea, it to hart i
Air ahortly, and aa It la tba flrat one which hai
occurred la tbe parish for yean a grant
aaoeeaa it anticipated. The tallowing ladiea ba<n
mtereateu thtmaeivea la the lairMra. Jaba Hat
loran. Mre. Ktiiy, Mxa. utaaiy, Mra. Bart, kmM
aau Miaa Meuutk


